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SATURDAY, Fanuary 5, 1754. 





Damnat enim tales habitus, et damnat et odit 
Nec Galea frontem abjcondit. ore Juvenat. 


=] HERE is not perhaps’ amongft mankind 2 
} character inveigh’d againft with more detefta- 
} tion by the antients, or more vehemently ab- 
horr’d by the moderns, than that which is in- 
i} cluded in the idea of {py or informer, and yet 
ai, all Legiflators hitherto, in their different plans 
} ee of government, have imagined fuch perfons 
abfolutely neceflary to the fecurity of fociety, the prefervation of 
property, the equal diftribution of juftice, the m2 of laws, 
and punifhment of vice. For to what intent are laws made of 
any kind? or indeed of what utility to the public, if the breach 
of them is not punifhed? and by what means is that to be done 
very often, without the aid and difcovery of an informer ? 
. From this utility then one would be inclined to believe, that 
the abhorrence of this race of men fo ftrongly wrought into our 
minds is unjuftly founded, or if it be not, that every fyftem of 
government hitherto devifed, which fuppofes fuch beings necefla- 
Ty to its conftitution and prefervation, is in this refpect ill plan’d, 
and repugnant to the firft principles of human’ nature, as it is fo 
contrary,to the univerfal fenfe of mankind. , 
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Inpzed it may feem a little difficult at firft fight to affign any 
teafon why the perfon who informs againft another of the viola. 
tion of any law, in confequence of a reward offered in it, thould be 
more ignominious in the eye of mankind, than the Legiflator who 
has propounded the law, and given therein encouragement to the 
informer to betray or difcover thofe who offend againft it. 

In murder or theft the contrary opinion prevails; the perfon 
who caufes-an aflaffination by the hands of another for reward, and 
the receiver of goods knowing them to be ftolen are equally cri- 
minal in the eye of the law, and im the private judgment of all 
men, with thofe who are perpetrators of thefe actions, and punith'd 
accordingly ; and yet in the other inftance the Legiflator paffes 
uncenfurgd in our minds, who both encourages and receives the 
informatio, whilft the informer himfelf is detefted more than the 
common robber on the highway; we agree in the neceffity and 
ufe of laws which require informers, and yet abhor the very means 
by which thofe very laws are made ufeful. 

Tus on a flight examination may feem extremely capricious, 
if not unjuftin human nature, yet-I fancy, if‘we goa little deeper 
than fuperficial appearances, we fhall find that there is fome real and 
fubftantial reafon at the bottom to juftify this behaviour in us, and 
that the truth of it may be found amongft others which require a 
little more refearch than common:in the inveltigating ; it has al- 
ways appeared to me that habits and opinions fo univerfally pre- 
valent, have their caufes {pringing from fomething right in the ori- 
ginal formation of man, 9; 

LET us enquire then, if this abhorrence of the informer, and 
the approbation, or at leaft confent to the act of the Legiflator may 
not be founded on the fame principle in human nature, and thus 
an the fame bottom of truth. 

- Wuorves has examined mankind in the hiftories which have 
been written of their tranfaétions, or looked with an inquifitive 
eye into their daily proceedings, or obferved what may fometimes 
pafsim his awn mind, will perceivethat every defire, whether it be 
the love of power, of pleafure, of the female fex, or of riches, be 
ipof what nature it will, is extremely apt to exert every talent to-’ 
wards the pofleffing its particular object. Strength ufes force, cun- 
ning art; underftanding perfuafion, and money bribery; every 
power which any individual poflefies, fuperior to the reft of man- 
kind, is applied to the obtaining what he withes to enjoy, without 
hefitating to copfider whether it is more than that proportion 
which naturally belongs to him, and to invade the properties of 
others who have an equal right with him(elf to all the enjoyments 
of this world ; and tho’ there may be more or lefs a love of juftice, a 
fenfe of moral ’reCtitude, and a religious belief of a Being, which 
may punifh or reward, implanted in the minds of moft men, yet 
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all thefe are found too weak in the human breaft to withhold us 
from the power and influence of thofe paffions which are lodged in 
the human heart, and which hurry us into extravagance and in- 


juttice. 


For that reafon amongft many others, men voluntarily entered 
into an original compact, focieties were formed and laws were 
made to prohibit encroachments on the properties of each other ; 
the right of judging for ourfelves in civil cafes, and punifhing of- 
fenders in confequence of being injured by them was given into the 
hands of the government which was conftituted, and mutual fecu- 
rity and fafety from that injuftice and rapine, which before had 
been the confequence of fuperior powers and exorbitant defires in 
the hands of individuals, participated to all the orders of that fo- 
ciety alike. 

Tuus then our confcioufnefs of the frailties of human nature, 
(to fay no worfe of it) and the fecurity which follows the entering 
into this compact, force us to acquiefce in the forming thofe laws, 
and conceiving the Legiflator proceeding rightly for our mutual 
advantage: we find experimentally that it muft be fo, otherwife 
the diftribution of juftice would be partial, and fafety the moft de- 
firable object of our wifhes, not to be obtained ; it is the general 
good which demands it; it is promulged without any partial de- 
fign, and openly known to all whom it can concern, and thence 
void of private malice or advantage. 

From this it appears then, that the mutual fafety and fecurity of 
ourfelves and poffeffions being the effect of thefe laws, the native 
love of juftice or moral fenfe in the mind of man approves; and the 
reafon fees the fitnefs of them ; and men who are not remarkable in 
the poffefling of either of thofe faculties, feeling the advantage which 
arifes from thefe laws, grow fenfible of their ufe, and approve of the 
Legiflator. 

WueEnce comes it to pafs then, that after thus feeing the public 
advantage of this part of the legiflature in the abftract, and acquit- 
ing the Lawgiver from all imputation of immorality, or, crime, we 
ftill hate the perfons who by information bring the laws into ufe 
and execution, and even at the very time whilft we acquiefce in the 
juftice of that punifhment which falls on the offenders, and are 
reaping the advantage of their being ? : 

It is not at al) to be wondered at, that men, who have been 
accuftomed to the indulging and gratifying their defires beyond 
what they ought in juftice, fhould exclaim againft an informer. 
But whence does this deteftation of a fpy arife in the breaft, of vir- 
tuous, fenfible and humane men? this is what fhould be traced to 
its fource. ! 

Inallcompaéts formed by men, who enter into a fociety, an impar- 
tial diftribution of juftice is made one of the fundamental principles, 
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and thence an equal punifhment of all crimes arifing from the fame 
fource, there can be no idea entertained compatible with juftice; 
that one man fhall be preferved by law from public punifhment for 
the committing a crime, when another is executed for the perpe- 
trating of that which is primarily from the fame caufe. If this be 
true, we fhall find ultimately, that we cannot avoid hating the per- 
fon who meets rewards for information and treachery. It is repug- 
nant to my rule of juft reafoning, ’tis hurtful to every feeling of 
humanity, tho’ not contrary to the agreement made in fociety, 
that one fhould be rewarded and exalted to honors for thofe ac- 
tions which have not the leaft difference in their origin, from 
thofe for which another mounts the gallows, or is broken on the 
wheel ; and as this feems to be the true ftate of the cafe, I imagine 
that our abhorrency of informers arifes from it. 

THE inquifitive and judicious eye divides the benefit which ac- 
crues to mankind by the difcovery of any breach of the laws, 
from the caufe which induced the informer to betray; it exa- 
mines the true motive in his breaft which prompted him, the 
compofition of that foul which is capable of fuch actions, and the 
manner in which he generally accomplithes his defigns ; it clearly 
perceives that the fame principle which operates in ftealing your 
fecrets, would make him fteal your purfe, if it was not prevented 
by an accumulation of that other fcandalous quality cowardice ; and 
thus it beholds the {py as a more odious being than the robber on the 
highway. 

To prove this, we need but to obferve in what manner the {py 
proceeds to procure his intelligence, and to deftroy; he mixes 
with you in company in difguife upon unequal terms, and enters 
your houfe, where every man fuppofes fecurity, with malice pre- 
pence to betray you; he will fecretly gather up thofe words which 
drop from you at unguarded moments, either from wantonnefs, 
wit-or intoxication, as thieves do the keys which fall from you 
unknowingly, and ufes the firft to your undoing your reputation, 
fame. and fortune, as the latter does to open your coffers, and to 
plunder-you of your effects, 

Or he flily draws from you, by infnaring queftions, what you 
nevet would have thought of, perhaps, but for him, and never 
once intended the putting into action, and then fells them to your 
undoing to another, as the pick- pocket does your watch which he 
has fecretly purloin’d. 

Bur there is this difference in the rifque which each felon 
runs ; the thief is open to difcovery at the time of ation, and fhall 
be punifhed according to his deferts, if apprehended, or indeed 
you may take your revenge upon the fpot ; the domeftic {py can 
never be difcovered whilft he is tranfa¢ting his villany, nor punith- 
ed for it after by law on difcovery ; and the man who would take 
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a private revenge, tho’ he fhould rid the ¢atth of 2 thor -toxtout 
vertnin than is to be found again“apon its furfice, would’ be dor 
demned, to death equally with him ‘who fhould’ flay Mr. Aten, 
or any other man who lives a publit blefing to mankind.’ ~ * 

THERE is no comparifon to be trade between this pelt OF fociety 
dnd ‘the ‘highway than; the lattét places ‘his’ life in cottipecition 
with ‘his booty, and when he bids ‘you deliver,’ @oes in foie’ tica: 
fore Warn yon to your defence, 7°" ” 3 Saale peatapebagckd 

He is even wore then the affaffid in the dark; ‘is poffible, if he 
mifies you the firft attempt, a random: ftroke on your fide thay hit 
him and defeat his defigns ; but this villain ftabs in obfcutity, 4e2 
curely defended by the impenetrable armour ofthelaw, 5” 
~ He ftrolls like the wolf in continual fearch of mifchief toiWade 
your evga and like that atitttial, is compoundéd of cowatdite 
me fieft.° ** e- , x, ares egies 

Tuos then we fee the horror which rifes againft the informer 
is juftly founded in our natures ; he commits crimes equally detefta- 
ble in their origin with the public thief, and yet teaps the reward 
of it; he is fecured from pufifhment. as innocent by that very le- 
giflature which executes another for being guilty of what is in its 
nature the fame: at prefent it pretty plainly appears then, that our 
approbation of the law-maker, and the deteftation of the informer, 
{pring from the fame fource, the idea of ftrict juftice. 

WE approve of the firft, who by laws drawing no private ad- 
vantage to himfelf, fecures us in our properties and lives ; and abhor 
the other, who by turning all things to his private emolument, 
plunders us of the firft, and deprives us of the latter; for tho’ in 
all compacts made for the prefervation of fociety, each individual 
has given up his right of privately revenging injuries and infli@ting 
punifhments, yet the idea and love of juftice implanted in the hu- 
man breaft, can never be given up nor extinguifhed by any agree- 
ment among{t men: we judge in fecret, tho’ we cannot put our 
judgments publickly into action; we deteft, tho’ we cannot exe- 
cute ; and thus dividing the good effects, which refult to us from 
the caufe which produced them in the traitor’s breaft, this abhorrence 
isthe natural and juft lot. of all who are informers, or traffic in 
deftruCtion. 

_ Let no man complain then, however he may be exalted in life 
by this iniquitous method ; if he be a Prelate that the mitre does 
not fanctify, nor the lawn conceal ; if a Judge that the fur imparts 
neither dignity, refpect or reverence ; if a General that the truncheon 
conveys no honor, the eye of impartial truth penetrates with eafc 
thofe flimfy coverings, beholds the rottennefs beneath, and defpifes 
it; it canfiders each of them asa maufoleum, which tho"detorat- 
ed and adorned with honors, dignities and titles} as that is with 
fculpture and ornament, yet containing nothing within but corrup- 

tion, 





